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The National Guard and the State Police are now patrolling the New York City subway 
system in an attempt to do something about the explosion of crime. As part of this, 
there are bag checks and new surveillance of all passengers. No legislation, no debate, 
just an edict from the mayor. 


Jeffrey A. Tucker | TheEpochTimes.com 


Many citizens who rely on this system for transportation might welcome this. It’s a city 
of strict gun control, and no one knows for sure if they have the right to defend 
themselves. Merchants have been harassed and even arrested for trying to stop 
looting and pillaging in their own shops. 


The message has been sent: Only the police can do this job. Whether they do it or not 
is another matter. 


Things on the subway system have gotten crazy. If you know it well, you can manage 
to travel safely, but visitors to the city who take the wrong train at the wrong time are 
taking grave risks. 


In actual fact, it’s guaranteed that this will only end in confiscating knives and other 
things that people carry in order to protect themselves while leaving the actual 
criminals even more free to prey on citizens. 


The law-abiding will suffer and the criminals will grow more numerous. It will not end 
well. 


When you step back from the details, what we have is the dawning of a genuine police 
state in the United States. It only starts in New York City. Where is the Guard going to 
be deployed next? Anywhere is possible. 


If the crime is bad enough, citizens will welcome it. It must have been this way in 
most times and places that when the police state arrives, the people cheer. 


We will all have our own stories of how this came to be. Some might begin with the 
passage of the Patriot Act and the establishment of the Department of Homeland 
Security in 2001. Some will focus on gun control and the taking away of citizens’ rights 
to defend themselves. 


My own version of events is closer in time. It began four years ago this month with 
lockdowns. That’s what shattered the capacity of civil society to function in the United 
States. Everything that has happened since follows like one domino tumbling after 
another. 


It goes like this: 1) lockdown, 2) loss of moral compass and spreading of loneliness 
and nihilism, 3) rioting resulting from citizen frustration, 4) police absent because of 
ideological hectoring, 5) arise in uncontrolled immigration/refugees, 6) an epidemic 
of ill health from substance abuse and otherwise, 7) businesses flee the city 8) 
cities fall into decay, and that results in 9) more surveillance and police state. The 
10th stage is the sacking of liberty and civilization itself. 


It doesn’t fall out this way at every point in history, but this seems like a solid outline of 
what happened in this case. Four years is a very short period of time to see all this 
unfold. But it is a fact that New York City was more-or-less civilized only four years 
ago. No one could have predicted that it would come to this so quickly. 


But once the lockdowns happened, all bets were off. Here we had a policy that most 
directly trampled on all freedoms that we had taken for granted. Schools, businesses, 
and churches were slammed shut, with various levels of enforcement. The entire 
workforce was divided between essential and nonessential, and there was widespread 
confusion about who precisely was in charge of designating and enforcing this. 


It felt like martial law at the time, as if all normal civilian law had been displaced by 
something else. That something had to do with public health, but there was clearly 
more going on, because suddenly our social media posts were censored and we were 
being asked to do things that made no sense, such as mask up for a virus that evaded 
mask protection and walk in only one direction in grocery aisles. 


Vast amounts of the white-collar workforce stayed home—and their kids, too—until it 
became too much to bear. The city became a ghost town. Most U.S. cities were the 
same. 


As the months of disaster rolled on, the captives were let out of their houses for the 
summer in order to protest racism but no other reason. As a way of excusing this, the 
same public health authorities said that racism was a virus as bad as COVID-19, so 
therefore it was permitted. 


The protests had turned to riots in many cities, and the police were being defunded 
and discouraged to do anything about the problem. Citizens watched in horror as 


downtowns burned and drug-crazed freaks took over whole sections of cities. It was 
like every standard of decency had been zapped out of an entire swath of the 
population. 


Meanwhile, large checks were arriving in people’s bank accounts, defying every normal 
economic expectation. How could people not be working and get their bank accounts 
more flush with cash than ever? There was a new law that didn’t even require that 
people pay rent. How weird was that? Even student loans didn’t need to be paid. 


By the fall, recess from lockdown was over and everyone was told to go home again. 
But this time they had a job to do: They were supposed to vote. Not at the polling 
places, because going there would only spread germs, or so the media said. When the 
voting results finally came in, it was the absentee ballots that swung the election in 
favor of the opposition party that actually wanted more lockdowns and eventually 
pushed vaccine mandates on the whole population. 


The new party in control took note of the large population movements out of cities and 
states that they controlled. This would have a large effect on voting patterns in the 
future. But they had a plan. They would open the borders to millions of people in the 
guise of caring for refugees. These new warm bodies would become voters in time and 
certainly count on the census when it came time to reapportion political power. 


Meanwhile, the native population had begun to swim in ill health from substance 
abuse, widespread depression, and demoralization, plus vaccine injury. This increased 
dependency on the very institutions that had caused the problem in the first place: the 
medical/scientific establishment. 


The rise of crime drove the small businesses out of the city. They had barely survived 
the lockdowns, but they certainly could not survive the crime epidemic. This 
undermined the tax base of the city and allowed the criminals to take further control. 


The same cities became sanctuaries for the waves of migrants sacking the country, 
and partisan mayors actually used tax dollars to house these invaders in high-end 
hotels in the name of having compassion for the stranger. Citizens were pushed out to 
make way for rampaging migrant hordes, as incredible as this seems. 


But with that, of course, crime rose ever further, inciting citizen anger and providing a 
pretext to bring in the police state in the form of the National Guard, now tasked with 
cracking down on crime in the transportation system. 


What's the next step? It’s probably already here: mass surveillance and censorship, 
plus ever-expanding police power. This will be accompanied by further population 
movements, as those with the means to do so flee the city and even the country and 
leave it for everyone else to suffer. 


As | tell the story, all of this seems inevitable. It is not. It could have been stopped at 
any point. A wise and prudent political leadership could have admitted the error from 
the beginning and called on the country to rediscover freedom, decency, and the 
difference between right and wrong. But ego and pride stopped that from happening, 
and we are left with the consequences. 


The government grows ever bigger and civil society ever less capable of managing 
itself in large urban centers. Disaster is unfolding in real time, mitigated only by a rising 
stock market and a financial system that has yet to fall apart completely. 


Are we at the middle stages of total collapse, or at the point where the population and 
people in leadership positions wise up and decide to put an end to the downward 
slide? It’s hard to Know. But this much we do know: There is a growing pocket of 
resistance out there that is fed up and refuses to sit by and watch this great country 
be sacked and taken over by everything it was set up to prevent. 


Source: https://www.theepochtimes.com/opinion/the-coming-of-the-police-state-in- 
america-5602853 
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